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Jane Jacobs is a journalist 
writing for Architectural Forum 
magazine in New York City. 
She comes to Philadelphia to 

cover a story on urban renewal, 
and tours the city with Edmund 
Bacon. 
As a result of this visit, Jacob 

begins to form her own ideas 
on urban planning and her 
book, The Death and Life of 
Great American Cities is born.  



While in Philadelphia, Jacobs 
took particular note of the 
city’s four park squares.  
Through her observations, she 

developed several theories 
regarding the relationship of a 
park to its city. 
The neighborhood creates the park, 

not vice versa. 
A diverse neighborhood creates a 

diversely used park. 
A diversely used park is a 

successful park. 
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What Jacob’s saw: 
 A park whose rim is 

dominated by huge office 
buildings 
A rim and immediate 

hinterland that lacks diversity 
One potential reservoir of 

users –office workers 
Users are all on the same 

schedule – park is a vacuum 
most of the day  
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What I saw: 
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 Today the park has a diverse 
rim of office buildings, 
restaurants, retail shops and 
residences. 
It has an immediate hinterland 

that is relatively diverse, 
although split north/south in 
residential versus business 
usage. 
There are multiple reservoirs 

of users. 
The users on many different 

schedules – park is in use 
throughout the day.  
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